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On Thursday, July 6, Governor Tina 
Kotek signed a bill capping rent increas-
es on Oregon residences at 10 percent or 
seven percent plus inflation, whichever is 
lower.

SB 611 amends a 2019 bill (SB 608) 
that set a limit of seven percent plus infla-
tion on rent increases, with no maximum 
limit on the total allowable amount.

Inflation rates hadn’t risen above 
three percent for decades prior to 2019, 
limiting the maximum rent allowable in-
crease to 10 percent or less. But in 2022, 
runaway inflation drove up that limit with 
some Oregonians seeing increases of as 
much as 14.6 percent and facing an equally 
large increase in 2023. In response, legisla-
tors drafted SB 611 to cap the maximum 
allowable rent increase at 10 percent. 

“You might ask, ‘What’s the differ-
ence between 14.6 percent increases and 
10?’ Obviously the answer is 4.6 percent, 
but we’re talking about tenants who are al-
ready some of the most cost burdened rent-
ers in the nation,” says Sibley Hebb of the 
Oregon Law Center, which worked with 
tenant advocacy group Stable Homes for 
Oregon Families to help pass SB 611 and 
its predecessor SB 608.

“We have rents that are the ninth 
highest in the nation and vacancy rates that 
are extremely low. So every cent counts 
and the impact of the governor’s signing 
of the bill and that bill going into effect 
is that every tenant in Oregon has greater 
protections and greater stability, and also 
a greater understanding of what the maxi-

The seventh annual AARP Commu-
nity Challenge Grant worth $3.6 million 
is being distributed to 310 quick-action 
projects across the country. Three of these 
grants were awarded to non-profits here in 
Portland. The grants are intended to im-
prove public places, transportation, hous-
ing, digital connections, diversity, equity 
and inclusion, with an emphasis on the 
needs of adults age 50 and older.

The East Portland Resilience Coali-
tion (EPRC), DBA as Thrive East PDX, re-
ceived a grant of $15,475 for a six-month 
project. Their focus will be on Live Well 
Cafe discussion sessions each month July 
through November 2023.

EPRC was funded by a grant in the 
Fall 2020 with the intention of teaching 
people survival skills and how to be resil-
ient during the expensive and challenging 

By Marshall Hammond

Photo of Kindness Farm volunteers by Lou Lé.

By Kris McDowell

Rent Stabilization Bill Becomes Law

Clinton Triangle Good Neighbor 
Agreement

The Clinton Triangle Taskforce, com-
prised of a diverse mix of representatives 
from the Central Eastside Industrial Coun-
cil (CEIC), Hosford-Abernethy Neighbor-
hood Association (HAND), Brooklyn Ac-
tion Corps (BAC) and the City of Portland, 
have developed a Good Neighbor Agree-
ment (GNA) for the Clinton Triangle Tem-
porary Alternative Shelter Site, located at 
1490 SE Gideon St. 

The 10-page agreement was devel-
oped over the course of nine meetings and 
includes city/neighborhood collaboration, 
performance metrics and reporting, who 
will be housed at the site, zones surround-
ing the Clinton Triangle that will receive 
enhanced city support services and more. 

Clinton Triangle is a designated 
shelter area that will offer the unsheltered 
homeless a stable, safe and temporary 
place to connect with service providers and 
organize a plan. The site was slated to start 
receiving residents by the end of July.

By Nancy Tannler

times we live in. After publishing their first 
Community Resilience Report, they re-
alized that most older or disabled people 
were already survivors and were resilient. 
What these people wanted most was to live 
in thriving communities where jobs, eco-
nomic opportunity and connected neigh-
borhoods are present, said Gayle Palmer, 
community organizer and volunteer. Thus, 
the name change.

Over the last few years they created 
“Resilience Hubs” where people gather to 
trade and share resources, get to know oth-
er people, network for family-wage jobs, 
learn about ways to make economic im-
provements in their community and learn 
emergency preparedness skills.

Palmer said that Thrive East PDX 
will use this same model for the Live Well 
Cafés. They will engage residents with dis-
abilities aged 50+ in social and community 
events with the intention making neighbor-
hood improvements that are age-friendly 
and welcoming to all residents.

Thrive East PDX offers programs 
that teach, inspire and connect people on 
the East side with events and classes. All 
events are posted on their website, thrivee-
astpdx.org.

REACH Community Development 
also received a quick-action grant that will 
support lower-income adults 50+ who are 
in need of larger, critical repairs that the 
REACH home repair program doesn’t 
have funding resources to cover.

Lauren Schmidt, Fundraising & 
Public Relations Manager, said they were 
awarded $10,000 by AARP for projects 
that include roof replacement, furnace re-
placement, chimney repair and sewer line 
repairs. Funds can also assist with renting 
equipment for more extensive yard clean-
ups that they don’t regularly use (i.e.. brush 
hogs, lawn mowers and weed whackers) 
and other tools for staff and volunteers to 
complete repairs.

Schmidt said that program-eligible 

mum could be.”
The bill was introduced by Sen. 

Wlnsvey Campos (D-Aloha). The first ver-
sion proposed a rent increase cap of eight 
percent or three percent plus inflation, 
whichever was lower. Sen. Kayse Jama (D-
Portland) amended the bill to increase the 
cap after pushback from both Democratic 
and Republican legislators. 

The amended bill passed the Demo-
crat majority Senate with a vote of 17 for 
and eight against, and the House with 32 
for and 18 against, with voting falling 
mostly on party lines. 

In addition to the rent increase cap, 
SB 611 requires landlords to pay three 
months’ rent to tenants who are evicted 
without cause. The previous bill required 
only one month’s rent be paid. Landlords 
are also limited to one rent increase per 
year. 

The bill caps rent increases between 
occupancies at seven percent plus inflation, 
with no upper limit if a landlord serves a 
no-cause eviction with 30 days notice.    

SB 611 does not apply to proper-
ties that have been built or became rentals 
within the last 15 years, and it does not ap-
ply to increases that occurred before pas-
sage of the bill (retroactively) or in cases 
where the tenant was given a notification 
of an upcoming rent increase before July 6. 

The bill was supported by tenants 
rights advocate groups such as Stable 
Homes for Oregon, the Coalition of Com-
munities of Color, the Community Alli-
ance of Tenants and the Oregon Housing 

The city’s contract with Urban Al-
chemy specifies that there will be one 
“guest service practitioner” for every 15 
residents and there will be outreach prac-
titioners assigned to a zone outside of the 
site for 16 hours each day to build commu-
nity, help remove trash and biohazards and 
help maintain a safe and orderly environ-
ment. They will provide one hot meal per 
day, plus snacks, and the community will 
have a direct 24/7 phone number to reach 
Urban Alchemy at the site. 

The standard of operations includes 
a prohibition on residents cooking or start-
ing fires at the location; zero tolerance 
for weapons, which will be removed and 
stored in a locked area; enforcement of 
quiet hours 10 pm-7 am; a prohibition on 
residents parking within 1,000 feet of the 
site;  a “no visitor” policy; and that the site 
will be maintained in a neat condition, free 
of graffiti, trash and pests. 

Additionally, walk-ins will not be ac-
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A New Chapter For Belmont Library 
After Two Years of Renovations

continued on page 9

City officials have spent the past 
several years rethinking zoning in areas 
like 82nd and 122nd avenues, using area-
specific plans and zoning changes to guide 
new development. In much of Inner SE, 
however, the rules have remained largely 
untouched for decades.

Now, the Portland Bureau of Plan-
ning and Sustainability (BPS) is taking 
another look. The Inner Eastside Zoning 
Project is an effort to reconsider zoning 
across a large area of Inner SE Portland. 
The project will look at where housing and 
other development can be built, how large 
buildings can be and where businesses 
should be allowed to operate.

The project had already been part of 
BPS’s work plan, but came to a head this 
year when City Council passed Resolution 
37746, asking the bureau to move the proj-
ect forward.

Eric Engstrom, director of BPS, said 
that while the city made some smaller zon-
ing changes to Inner SE as part of its 2012-
2015 Comprehensive Plan, he was not 
aware of a comprehensive localized review 
of the area since around the 1980s.

Jennifer Shuch, Board president of 
Portland: Neighbors Welcome, an orga-
nization that advocates for housing and 
tenant reforms in Oregon, said the group 
hopes the zoning process will help create a 

The re-opening of the Belmont Li-
brary Saturday, August 15 was met with an 
outpouring of community support. With its 
red brick and arched windows, the origi-
nal building was instantly recognizable, 
even after two years of renovation. The 
hulking maroon structure to the left of it? 
Not so much. This addition and the con-
nected interior renovation are the final ma-
jor project of Multnomah County Library’s 
2020 capital bond. The project increased 
the library’s square footage from 6,000 to 
15,000 feet, allowing the children’s space 
to be expanded and a teen area to be added. 

However, it’s not just youth who are 
benefitting from the renovation. Library 
patrons of all ages are certain to find some-
thing of interest within the exposed timber 
interior. As Deputy Director of the Library 
Building Projects Katie O’Dell explains, 

Housed in the original Belmont Library building, the new early learning and children’s play 
space is full of vibrant colors and interactive installations. 

Photo by Francesca “Frankie” Silverstein.

Portland’s Inner Eastside Could See 
More Housing Under New Zoning 
Project

New Teen Program Coming to SE 
Portland

Teens Connect PDX is a new com-
munity program that will focus on teens 
(ages 15-18) in SE Portland. Starting this 
fall, the program will offer weekly talking 
circles, including a Young Women’s Circle 
and a Young Men’s Circle which will con-
tinue throughout the rest of the school year.

The program was first conceived 
by Gaye Chapman, a health educator at 
Cleveland High School over two decades, 
after her Building Consent Culture class 
was cut at the end of the 2024-2025 school 
year; she thought that Teens Connect could 
be an effective way to help where schools 
couldn’t.

One of her former students, Emmett 
Balmer, was more than happy to talk about 
the class and what an impact that she had 
on him: “I really can’t understate how in-
credible a role model Gaye is, both herself 
and the material she teaches...seeing more 
of [the course content] being adapted into 
this program has given me a lot of hope for 

“This new library now gives people a little 
bit of space and choice…There’s just more 
room for people, and that gives a little less 
elbows knocking each other.”

Upon entering, patrons are greeted 
by the staff desk, with holds to the left and 
the self-checkout area to the right. Belmont 
is one of the busiest libraries in the Mult-
nomah County system, so robust shelving 
for holds was vital. More space for patrons 
also included four community rooms, one 
of which is behind the self-checkout area. 

As you progress further to the right 
of the self-checkout area, you’ll be met 
with vibrancy in every nook and cranny, 
signifying you’ve reached one of the high-
lights of the renovation: the neighbor-
hood garden-themed children’s room. The 
arched windows bathe the room in plenty 
of natural light, but even on overcast days 
the room will feel sunny due to the warm 
yellow walls. Oversized butterflies and 
flowers creep across the yellow next to an 
interactive early learning and play space, 
which is filled with kid-sized furniture and 
movable elements. 

If you manage to drag yourself out of 
what O’Dell calls “the warmest hug imag-
inable,” you can head upstairs—a novel 
experience since the Belmont Library was 
previously a single-story building. The up-
stairs is where the majority of the 17,000 
books, CDs and DVDs in the collection are 
held. While you browse, you’ll have plenty 
to be distracted by. A mural by local art-
ist Emily Counts splashes across the upper 
walls in varying sunset hues, more com-
munity rooms beckon with their AV capa-
bilities and free use and a brand new teen 
area is tucked around the corner. 

This 550 square foot area has com-
fortable seating, semi-privacy thanks to 
the surrounding bookshelves and access to 
a 75-inch screen. It’s also located directly 
below another art installation—hanging 
sculptures of notebook paper in various 
stages of creation and destruction by Britt 

future generations.”
Chapman wants the program to be-

come a safe haven for teens, “[somewhere] 
young people can put down their phones, 
show up as themselves, share stories, self-
reflect and build the kind of genuine com-
munity that’s become harder and harder to 
find.”

People will likely be familiar with, 
but may not know the extent to which the 
loneliness epidemic continues to affect 
teens in particular. The problem has existed 
for many years but Chapman identified the 
ubiquity of smartphones as a major factor 
that may help explain the increase in teens 
experiencing feelings of isolation over the 
last decade.

Like many other educators, Chapman 
has witnessed the impact such feelings 
have on students both in her classes and 
those walking the halls, along with her col-
league, Brian Fain, who teaches Chemistry 
and runs the Healthy Masculinity Club at 

more diverse Inner Eastside and allow the 
neighborhood to grow in a way that ben-
efits more Portlanders.

The organization has previously 
worked with City Council and BPS on 
housing issues, including the city’s Hous-
ing Production Strategy, and Shuch said 
the zoning project is another opportunity 
to increase housing production in the city.

The city’s current approach to dense 
housing has generally concentrated apart-
ment development along major corridors. 
Engstrom said the Inner Eastside project 
could change that by allowing more devel-
opment on the streets between those cor-
ridors.

“The idea of allowing apartment 
buildings in the spaces between the major 
corridors is probably the biggest change 
that might come from this,” he said.

The city could also look at the size of 
buildings allowed along major corridors. 
In some other parts of Portland, buildings 
along major streets can be five to seven sto-
ries, while Inner SE is generally limited to 
around four to five stories.

Any changes, however, would hap-
pen gradually. Zoning changes would de-
termine what can be built when individual 
properties are redeveloped rather than im-
mediately changing every property in the 
area. “It’s not like you’re going to wake up 

By Francesca “Frankie” 
Silverstein

By Thom Stone

By Madeleine Voth



Rs Representatively Speaking

By State Representative 
Rob Nosse

Labor Day is considered the 
start of the election season that 
culminates in November. Most 
candidates have been campaign-
ing a lot longer. Your ballot needs 
to be postmarked by Tuesday, 
November 3, Election Day, in 
order to be counted. In case you 
forgot, the US Supreme Court did 
rebuke President Trump when it 
comes to voting by mail. Ballots 
postmarked on or before Novem-
ber 3 will be counted even if they 
arrive at the county election office 
some time shortly thereafter. 

There are for sure worries 
that President Trump will contin-
ue to try to make mail-in voting 
harder, but most analysts do not 
think that those efforts will pan 
out. 

So now that I got that out of 
the way here is what I think about 
the elections in our state and re-
gion so far. 

I am pretty confident that 
US Senator Jeff Merkley will be 
reelected. The question is will 
enough Democrats challeng-
ing Republicans in other states 
win their races and give Senator 
Merkley a chance to be in charge.  
States like North Carolina, Michi-
gan, Maine, Ohio and even Texas 
and Alaska are all in play, so we 
will see.  

Most pundits are forecast-
ing that the US House of Repre-
sentatives will be controlled by 
the Democrats, but it has been up 
and down because of redistrict-
ing in both red and blue states, as 
well as the changes that the US 
Supreme Court case out of Loui-
siana made with regard to voting 
rights and the ability to draw con-
gressional districts so that a racial 
minority/African American has a 
chance at winning in a southern 
state. 

Oregon has six congres-
sional districts and only the vast 
district for eastern Oregon is 
represented by a Republican. 
The other five are represented by 
Democrats. I don’t think anyone 
seriously thinks these districts 
are in danger of being lost to a 
Republican, but Democrats will 
still have to do the work and turn 
out their voters, especially for the 
seats held by Bynum, Salinas and 
Hoyle.  

Looking statewide, does 
anyone seriously think that Gov-
ernor Tina Kotek is not going to 
be re-elected? The last time we 
elected a Republican governor in 
this state was in the 1980s. State 
Senator Christine Drazan thinks 
this could be the year to break that 
streak given that the state’s chal-
lenges with school performance, 

housing costs, behavioral health, 
addiction and economic develop-
ment have not gotten much bet-
ter under the current governor.  
These are hard problems to solve. 
I think Governor Kotek just needs 
more time and another term to get 
all these things turned around, 
and she will. I have known her for 
a long time. She is darn capable. 
Meanwhile, while I like Drazan 
personally, she is pretty conser-
vative, especially for Oregon, 
and seems incapable of standing 
up to President Trump. President 
Trump’s policies are contributing 
to our state’s problems and pre-
tending that they are not or trying 
to change the subject is not being 
honest about what we are deal-
ing with here. You cannot outrun 
your President. 

Meanwhile the state legisla-
ture, my realm, has several state 
senate elections that could be con-
tentious, along with a few state 
representative races that could be 
nail biters. I don’t think anyone 
seriously thinks that Democrats 
will lose control of the legisla-
ture. President Trump is very un-
popular and when the President 
in power is unpopular the other 
party does well in the midterms.  
We Democrats will see if we can 
expand our majorities or just hold 
on to what we have presently. 

Which brings me to the 
County. We will have our first 
county chair race here in Mult-
nomah County with rank choice 
voting. Jessica Vega Pedersen de-
cided not to run for a second term 
as the County Chair.  I hate to say 
this, but I think she would have 
lost. Will Julia Brim-Edwards 

or Shannon Singleton, both cur-
rently serving as board members 
be able to promote or does Sharon 
Meieran, who lost to Vega Peder-
sen a few years ago, eek out the 
win?  

So that just leaves us with 
the Portland City Council and the 
elections in District 3 and District 
4. We have all been living under 
the tie—six more progressive/
DSA (Democratic Socialist of 
America) aligned candidates who 
refer to themselves as Peacock vs 
the six slightly less progressive, 
and in my opinion, less ideo-
logically rigid members of the 
council who, while aligned, do 
not necessarily have a name or al-
ways strive to vote the same way.   

There are lots of candidates 
in both races, especially District 
3. Meanwhile we have the worst 
version of ranked choice voting 
that has been designed. If a can-
didate gets 25 percent of the vote 
they win and then your votes for 
other candidates are distributed.  
Any candidate who is an incum-
bent can easily get 25 percent 
of the vote, making it hard for a 
challenger to win. In District 3, 
where there are SO MANY can-
didates, I think all three incum-
bents could retain their seats. 
Maybe one of the two new candi-
dates gets traction and beats one 
of the incumbents? Who is going 
to run the negative campaign that 
fires an incumbent and then helps 
one of the many unknown candi-
dates get 25 percent of the vote? 
We will see. 

It is going to get a lot more 
interesting so stay tuned. Mean-
while I am glad I am unopposed. 
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The floor plan diagram of the XRAY FM’s new studio, provided by XRAY FM. 

Local Community Radio Station XRAY FM 
Moving to SE Portland

By Naomi Granek Brown

XRAY FM (XRAY), a com-
munity radio station in Portland, 
was formed in 2014 and has been 
growing ever since—and is in the 
process of moving to a new, larg-
er headquarters, where they will 
continue to do so.

Echoing their website, 
Chase Spross, XRAY’s station 
director—a role he defines as 
a combination of station man-
ager and executive director—de-
scribes the station’s mission as 
“[putting] a microphone to the 
best and most distinctive of Port-
land, and [building] a culturally 
relevant hub for creativity, ideas 
and music in the city. [The] gene-
sis of the station was…[wanting] 
to offer a platform that allowed 
people in the community to share 
their voice.” 

XRAY is a community ra-
dio station, meaning that they are 
owned by the community rather 
than a large corporation, and “ex-
ist for greater reasons than just 
trying to sell ad space so we can 
continue to exist.” XRAY ex-
ercises very little control over 
what volunteers do with their 
radio time, Spross says, instead 
allowing broadcasters to choose 
what their programming will look 
like. When you tune into XRAY, 
“you’re going on a radio adven-
ture, a musical adventure,” says 
Spross.

XRAY’s programming is 
diverse, consisting of talks and 
civics programs on weekday 
mornings and music program-
ming on weekday afternoons 
and weekends. All programming 
is produced by volunteers in 
Portland, with two exceptions: 

Democracy Now and the Thom 
Hartmann program (which is 
based in Portland), both of which 
are broadcasted nationwide 

Since its founding, XRAY 
has grown immensely, which 
Spross credits to significant com-
munity support of the station. 
Their latest expansion effort is 
moving XRAY headquarters to 
a new, larger space on SE Haw-
thorne Blvd. and 10th Ave. 

Until recently, XRAY was 
headquartered in the basement 
of the Falcon Arts building in 
NE Portland. While Spross notes 
XRAY is very grateful for the 
space, as they have expanded, the 
organization has outgrown the 
building. Accessibility is a large 
priority for XRAY, and the old 
studio required the use of stairs, 
making it inaccessible to those 
with mobility issues. It was also 
very small, with no gathering 
spaces. XRAY wants to be more 
public facing and remove barri-
ers to entry. Spross says another 
main reason for the move is the 
desire to have people, “associate 
our work with an actual tangible 
place in the city, not just an invis-
ible place on the air.” The new lo-
cation will be an opportunity for 
XRAY to build a physical space 
to allow people to gather, Spross 
says.

XRAY has been search-
ing for new headquarters since 
2023, and first toured the build-
ing on SE Hawthorne Blvd. in 
early 2025. The lease was signed 
at the beginning of 2026, and the 
organization has been working on 
renovations since. This move is 
in collaboration with Kickstand 

Comedy, another local organi-
zation and existing partner of 
XRAY, who is already located in 
the new building. 

XRAY’s primary source of 
funding is through a membership 
base of supporters who give small 
monthly donations. The new 
building will allow for unique 
member-only opportunities and 
programming. The funding for 
the new location—buying the 
space and the renovation—also 
came primarily through small in-
dividual donations. XRAY hopes 
to raise $55,000 for renovations 
of the new space and, as of Au-
gust 19, they are nearly halfway 
to this goal. Spross says around 
80 percent of donations have 
come from individuals giving 
between $20 and $250, which 
he believes “speaks volumes to 
[XRAY’s] mission…and how it’s 
resonating with people.”

Instead of the small re-
cording booths of the old studio, 
XRAY’s new studio will have 
large video and film studios, as 
well as a gathering space that can 
hold a plethora of events—full 
bands, civic panels with city lead-
ers, community meetings—which 
XRAY has not previously had 
space for. The new space also has 
a large garage door that can be 
opened on warm days and a large 
outdoor space.

DJ Klyph, a local DJ who 
has had programming with XRAY 
for 12 years, notes that the station 
has been an invaluable part of 
“both the music and civic com-
munity, providing educational 
opportunities, supporting artists 
and events and [providing] plat-

forms and information that listen-
ers could rely on.” He sees the 
new space as a way to expand on 
such community contributions, 
allowing greater access and creat-
ing increased event opportunities 
and listener participation. 

DJ Action Slacks—a DJ of 
multiple decades who has had 
programming with XRAY for 
three years—feels similarly. The 
new building “is more centrally 
located, a lot more visible and 
allows for increased community 
access,” she says. As someone 
who has devoted her life to en-
couraging “greater appreciation 
for underappreciated musicians,” 
she sees the ability of XRAY to 
broadcast local musicians live in 
the new location as “an immea-
surable contribution to our local 

music scene.” 
Spross says that “watching 

people get so excited about that 
opportunity being available has 
been…the most gratifying [thing] 
so far.” He is looking forward to 
opening the space to the volun-
teers and community, and “watch-
ing it blossom into a reflection of 
what the community wants it to 
be.” As Slacks says, the move will 
allow XRAY to “become an even 
more effective hub for Portland’s 
social consciousness, music and 
creative community. This is a 
game changer in so many ways!”

Renovations are currently 
being completed, and XRAY 
hopes to open by Saturday, Sep-
tember 19, when they will be 
hosting a block party and opening 
event.

A New Chapter For Belmont Library After Two Years of Renovations
from page 1

Howard of Studio Howard and 
Portland Garment Factory.

Although the expansion of 
the library’s original footprint 
made it possible for all of these 
additions, it came with a trade off 
that has some community mem-
bers concerned: a smaller parking 
lot. The new parking lot has four 
parking spots—two accessible, 
two with a fifteen-minute limit. 

Library Capital Bond Proj-
ects Communications Manager 
Liz Sauer states, “We understand 
that there are some folks who 
drive to Belmont, and so that may 
be a little frustrating for them. 
But there’s still street parking 
available.” The Walgreens park-
ing lot across the street will not be 
an option as library patrons were 
only allowed to park there for 
the grand opening weekend. “We 
hope that when [patrons] visit, 
they’re going to be like, ‘Oh, Bel-
mont’s back. It’s bigger and better 
than ever,’ and so they’re going to 
be super into all of the other fea-
tures that are available but know-
ing that parking is a little tighter,” 
continues Sauer. 

If patrons are concerned 
about driving, they’ll be happy 

to know additional bike parking 
was included in the renovation, 
and the bike racks are spaced 
widely to accommodate cargo 
bikes. Sauer also highlights that 
the design shrinking the parking 
lot was voted on by the commu-
nity, who wanted to maximize the 
additions. 

Community involvement 
was a key focus of the design 
process overall, and that effort 
is evident in the resulting calm-
ing and amenity-filled building. 
The overall color theme, “Eve-
ning Glow,” was voted on by the 
community, and the hope is that 
the redesign means even more of 
the community can visit. Direc-
tor of Libraries Annie Lewis de-
scribes an example of accessibil-
ity efforts, “You’ll see across the 
library bigger, lower seats; you’ll 
see higher seats; you’ll see seats 
without arms, with arms. So lots 
of different variety for folks with 
different needs.” 

Another example of the 
importance of Belmont’s com-
munity are the numerous tributes 
to former youth librarian Jeanie 
Diaz, who was killed by a drunk 
driver in 2023. A love note be-

tween her and one of her children 
is included in the interactive sec-
tion of the children’s playspace, 
and the children’s storytimes she 
was so known for will live on in 
the large community room down-
stairs. 

Belmont has long been a 
beloved place for SE Portland-
ers, but what this renovation has 
shown is that what is so loved is 
not so much the building itself, 
but the people who fill it. The new 
design seeks to amplify this by 

providing even more space to be 
filled. In O’Dell’s words, “This 
is a welcoming space that people 
feel good in, and that’s part of the 
whole design—creating beauty 
for everyone, good design for ev-
eryone.”
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Shay and Eva Hosseinion, co-founders of Gnome & Faerie.
Photo by Michael Floyd. 

Wearing a pointed, knit red 
hat, Shay Hosseinion sits at a table 
in a warm yellow room of a Victo-
rian home-turned-restaurant, sip-
ping kombucha. Co-founded with 
his wife, Eva Hosseinion, Gnome 
& Faerie botanical taproom and 
restaurant opened in April and is 
located in an ornate house on the 
bustling corner of SE Hawthorne 
Blvd. and 32nd Pl. “Just last night 
someone came in and said, ‘We 
heard things here are brewed by 
gnomes,’” he recalls. “Yes, yes 
they are.”

The Hosseinions, who have 
resided in the Hawthorne area for 
20 years now, were in search of 
a location for their holistic medi-
cine practice. When two spaces 
in the Victorian home—which 
Hosseinion speculates to be one 
of the oldest structures on SE 
Hawthorne Blvd.—became avail-
able, it presented an opportunity 
for Elderflower Medicine and a 
progression of Hosseinion’s long-
standing brewing project, Brewed 
by Gnomes, to be situated togeth-
er. “It was a dream that we could 
be here,” he says.

Gnome & Faerie is part of 
the evolution of Hosseinion’s 
Brewed by Gnomes brewery, 
which has been featured at pop-
up events in the past, but finds 
its first brick-and-mortar loca-
tion on SE Hawthorne Blvd. “I 
started brewing beer in 2011, 
and I was attracted to using bo-
tanicals because I’ve always had 
a huge interest in natural medi-
cine,” explains Hosseinion about 

his background, which eventually 
took him to brewing school. “It’s 
always been the dream to have a 
little space that the gnomes can 
share their wares in. This is it.”

Gnome & Faerie is an old-
world restaurant and botanical 
taproom, meaning, as Hosseinion 
describes it, an influence of “the 
old medieval world of Europe, 
the old medieval world of Persia 
and even the old mythical world 
where gnomes, fairies and my-
thology were…more intertwined 
with [people’s everyday lives].”

Since it opened on April 9, 
the whimsical premise of both the 
restaurant and the brewery be-
hind it has created a welcoming 
space for patrons. “When we had 
our grand opening event…it was 
really encouraging, that spirit of 
people being able to sort of say, 
‘Oh, I get to be myself here. I 
wear my elf ears or fairy ears, and 
I don’t feel like I’m out of place. 
I feel like I’m at home,’” narrates 
Hosseinion. “It’s been really fun 
to create a space where people’s 
wild selves can be at home.”

The drink menu, offering 
both alcoholic and nonalcoholic 
options, is inspired by herbs and 
fruits. The GnomeBucha—a caf-
feine-free honey, rose and hops 
house-brew—is among the “ex-
tensive nonalcoholic collection of 
beverages,” says Hosseinion. The 
beer is partially brewed at Leikam 
Brewery and partially brewed in-
house.

Throughout his brew-
ing career, Hosseinion says he’s 

By Norah Dobrot

developed an appreciation for 
more simplistic flavors. “While 
I was initially interested in us-
ing all kinds of crazy botanicals, 
I’ve found that with time, less is 
more to highlight different flavors 
instead of just being really com-
plex,” he says. How does Hos-
seinion select which flavors to 
include? “The gnomes tell me 
what to do. That’s a way of de-
scribing my creative inspiration, 
like I’ll get an idea and also lis-
ten to the rhythms of nature,” he 
says. Gnome & Faerie uses local 
fruits—like the now-in-season 
Italian plums Hosseinion has 
found “growing on a tree wild 
in the neighborhood”—to add 
unique flavors to the beer.

Food at Gnome & Faerie 
is an assortment of small plates 
made to complement beverages. 
In the past, the menu has taken a 
few distinctive directions. “The 
first restaurant group [we were 
with] was Japanese, so we had a 
Japanese menu. Then we had for 
a short time a vegan menu, and 
then we had sort of a Western 
European vibe with chef José Sa-
bas, who was previously at Port-
land restaurant G-Love,” explains 
Hosseinion. 

Now, he describes the menu 
as European- and Persian-influ-
enced, drawing on both found-
ers’ heritage and dishes each of 
them has “fallen in love with.” 
“My wife is from the Czech Re-
public, and I’m half Persian, so 
between the two of us, we have 
our little pieces that inspired the 

menu.” Hosseinion’s favorites are 
the Loukaniko Kabob, made with 
Greek sausage from Olympia 
Provisions, and Pa Ambh Tomà-
quet, “a Central European twist 
on a Spanish plate that’s tomato 
on bread. I’m always impressed 
with how tasty it is,” he says.

The restaurant is open Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday 4-9 
pm, and Hosseinion invites all 
to visit. “There’s a type of per-
son who sees elixirs brewed by 
gnomes and thinks, ‘That’s what 

I’ve been waiting for all these 
years,’” he comments. “There’s 
another person [for whom the 
idea] is a little confusing. I would 
say to them, come in and have a 
taste of what we’ve created. Even 
though it sounds wild, the flavors 
are very approachable and very 
delicious.”

Gnome & Faerie
3257 SE Hawthorne Blvd.
Friday-Sunday, 4-9 pm
gnomeandfaerie.com

Gnome & Faerie Invites Portlanders to 
Appreciate Whimsy and Enjoy Creative 
Concoctions

Spend Less, Get More on 
Camping and Hiking Gear

By Kris McDowell

Many camping plans are 
wrapping up for the year, but 
it’s not too soon to start think-
ing about next year. What gear 
did you wish you had during this 
year’s outings? What gear do 
you have that you no longer use? 
While camping trips are still fresh 
in your mind, it might be time to 
make adjustments to what you 
have.

New gear can be expensive 
but there are resources for gen-
tly used gear. The City of Port-
land has compiled a list of ways 
to save money on gear. Before 
buying new gear or tossing old 
gear in the garbage, take a look 
at their resources that help to save 
money, reduce waste and support 
local businesses and nonprofits. 
From Buy Nothing groups to re-
pair cafes to gear rental programs 

Graphic by City of Portland.

you might not even know exist, 
the city’s list is full of ways to ex-
plore the outdoors for less. 

Neighborhood Buy Nothing 
groups can be a great place to get 
tents, stoves, backpacks and other 
gear that still has years of life left 
in it for free. Visit buynothingpro-
ject.org to get started with your 
neighborhood group. 

Buying secondhand from 
outdoor consignment shops and 
thrift stores can be a way to get 
high-quality boots, clothing and 
camp equipment at a fraction of 
the cost. Next Adventure (SE 
Grand Ave.) has a Bargain Base-
ment stocked with inspected, gen-
tly used gear and offers in-store 
credit if you trade in your own 
items. Foster Outdoor (SE Foster 
Rd.) operates both a resale shop 
and gear library, accepts consign-

ment items (tents, packs, apparel) 
and regularly updates their selec-
tion. REI Re/Supply (Clackamas, 
SE Portland area) is one of only 
two REI stores in the country that 
sells entirely used gear, specifi-
cally, customer returns or trade-
ins, inspected and sold at a dis-
count. National resale store Play 
It Again Sports, offers used out-
door and fitness gear, including 

tents, boots and backpacks. 
Areas to inspect when get-

ting used gear are zippers, seams, 
waterproofing, boot soles and tent 
integrity. Even if gear has a little 
wear and tear in an area, it’s of-
ten easy to repair; volunteers at a 
Repair Cafe may be able to help 
and re-waterproofing gear isn’t 
complicated.  

Renting before buying is 

a great way to test the gear and 
the hobby it’s associated with 
before committing to it. Find out 
whether you truly love backpack-
ing, or whether you just loved the 
idea of being someone who loves 
backpacking before investing a 
lot of money. Next Adventure 
(SE Grand Ave.) offers rental or 

continued on page 15
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Where Will the Elusive Vaux’s Swifts Land 
Next?

Vaux’s Swifts entering a chimney to roost. Photo by Tara Lemezis.

By Sandy Miller

Beginning in the late 1980s 
many SE Portlanders flocked to 
the northwest side of town every 
September. Their destination was 
Chapman School, where at dusk 
a huge swirling flock of small, 
cigar-shaped birds descended 
into the building’s chimney as 
darkness fell. These birds were 
Vaux’s (rhymes with “foxes”) 
Swifts, migrating avian visitors 
residing in the metro area from 
spring through fall each year.

These compact flyers have 
long, arched wings and short tails, 
and they forage in pairs (or more 
typically in small to large flocks) 
with an erratic, twisting flight 
similar to that of bats. They are 
voracious insectivores, spending 
almost all their daylight hours on 
the wing and feeding from dawn 
to dusk on insects and spiders.

Their natural roosting sites 
are in old growth forests, in the 
hollows or snags of dead or dy-
ing trees, where their unique foot 
anatomy enables them to cling 
vertically. In fact, they are unable 
to perch on branches. Especially 
when roosting, their repertoire 
of chatters, buzzes, squeaks and 
chirps may be audible to listen-
ers.

For several decades, with 
the loss of their forest habitat, 
these swifts have increasingly 
used the brick chimneys of ur-
ban buildings including homes, 
churches and schools for roost-
ing. At  Chapman School over 
5,000 birds have been recorded 
on a single night—along with 
several thousand human cel-
ebrants on the sloping lawn to 
observe the striking sight.

But in 2024, after almost 
40 years of reliably roosting at 
Chapman, the flock abandoned 
that spot in the middle of their mi-

gration cycle in mid-September. 
Some were soon seen at several 
other local chimneys in smaller 
numbers. No swifts appeared at 
Chapman during 2025.

The cause is unknown. 
Increased predation (peregrine 
falcons and Cooper’s hawks are 
common predators in this region), 
changing migration habits or un-
known environmental factors 
may have led to the abrupt end to 
the pattern.

The Bird Alliance of Ore-
gon (formerly Portland Audubon 
Society) wants to solve the mys-
tery. Three likely sites, includ-
ing Chapman itself, Holy Trinity 
Church in the Kerns neighbor-
hood and a former LDS church 
in the Sunnyside neighborhood 
were observed during the 2025 
season, but no swifts appeared 
at any of the three that year. In-
stead, several other new locations 
throughout town hosted roosting 
swifts.

Major new SE roosting 
sites for the swift during the 2025 
season included Abernethy El-
ementary School in the Hosford-
Abernethy neighborhood, which 
hosted over 7,000 birds, and St. 
Sharbel’s Catholic Church in 
Ladd’s Addition, which attracted 
around 1,500. Both of those sites 
may again be graced by these en-
gaging seasonal visitors within 
the next few weeks, or they may 
choose to roost elsewhere in our 
area.

According to Chris Wil-
liams of the Bird Alliance, this 
swift is not classified as endan-
gered or threatened, but its popu-
lation in our state has been declin-
ing about one percent annually 
for over 50 years, and it has been 
listed as a “species of concern” in 
both California and Washington. 

The Bird Alliance has been moni-
toring the local Vaux’s Swift pop-
ulation since 2009. Community 
volunteers are trained every Au-
gust to join the crews that count 
the number of birds at roosting 
sites all over the metro area.

Williams, a Bay Area native 
who has called the Pacific North-
west home for several years, is 
a former US Park ranger who 
worked in varied settings (the 
Olympic peninsula, the Cascades 
and Saguaro National Park) in 
that capacity. He now creates and 
teaches classes and runs field trips 
for adults at the Bird Alliance. He 
will be presenting an online class, 
“Swifts 101,” Wednesday, Sep-
tember 2, 6-7 pm. There is still 
space in the class, which costs 
$25 for Bird Alliance members or 
$35 for nonmembers (register at 
bit.ly/45y8upi).

How can you help the 
swifts? It’s too late to get trained 
as a volunteer swift counter 
for this year, but consider it for 
next season. Check out the Bird 
Alliance’s requirements at bit.
ly/4xfm6Sz.

You can also look for swifts 
in your neighborhood and report 
any swifts going to roost this 
season at bit.ly/4wxypZi. Vaux’s 
Swifts won’t be seen at bird feed-
ers, since they are insectivorous, 
but their erratic flights and chatter 

may alert you during the day, or 
at dusk you may be lucky enough 
to sight some. The Bird Alliance 
reminds you to be respectful of 
private property and to use eco-
friendly navigation (walk, bike, 
use public transportation) if pos-
sible.

Any questions or concerns 
about the swifts can be sent to 
swiftwatchpdx@gmail.com. The 
email is monitored by a Bird Alli-
ance volunteer.

What will happen this year? 
Since the number of swifts seen 
roosting in various chimneys in 
SE increased in both 2024 and 
2025, there’s a chance that at 
least some will be seen in the area 
in the coming weeks. The peak 
roosting period here starts in late 
August, with the most spectacular 
displays happening between late 
September and early October, 
when the birds head south for the 
winter. Only time will tell.
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Washing Machine Rebates 
Available

The Portland Water Bureau 
(PWB) is offering rebates when 
people with active PWB accounts 
purchase an ENERGY STAR 
certified washing machine. EN-
ERGY STAR certified washing 
machines use about 30 percent 
less water than standard models. 

Single-family residential 
customers can apply for a $100 
rebate; those enrolled in the fi-
nancial assistance program can 
apply for a rebate of up to $200. 
Multifamily residential and com-
mercial customers can apply for 
up to 20 rebates of $100 each.

Before purchasing a new 

machine, check to make sure it 
is an ENERGY STAR certified 
model. Make sure to keep your re-
ceipt that includes purchase date, 
price and model name or number 
as it will be needed to apply for 
the rebate. Once purchased, the 
machine must be installed at the 
physical address on your PWB 
account. Finally, within a year of 
the purchase date, apply for the 
rebate, which will be applied as a 
credit to your PWB account.

For full rebate program de-
tails, application, Metro’s site for 
recycling your old machine and 
more, visit bit.ly/4xcTppv.

I-5 Southbound Closure Starts September 11
Starting Sunday, September 

11, all southbound lanes of 1-5 
through the Rose Quarter will be 
closed for up to five weeks. The 
roadway surface has surpassed its 
25-year lifespan and is showing 
its age with an increasing num-
ber of ruts, cracks and potholes 
from heavy use. To make repairs, 
a full 24 hours per day, seven day 
a week closure of the southbound 
lanes of I-5 between I-405 and 
I-84 is needed. During this time, 
one lane will remain open for the 
I-5 exit to Broadway/Weidler to 
maintain local access to that area.

The Oregon Department of 
Transportation (ODOT) encour-
ages drivers to plan ahead for sig-
nificant delays and unpredictable 
travel times. Congestion could 
back up across the Columbia Riv-
er into Washington and onto lo-
cal streets in the Portland area. If 
possible, choose a different mode 
of travel (MAX, light rail, street-
car, bus, bike, walk or carpool), 
work from home and/or arrange 
appointments to change times be-
fore or after the closure and plan 
your trip in advance, adjusting 
the route to your destination to 
a location that is away from the 
closure area.

Multiple options for re-
pairing I-5 were considered be-
fore ODOT finalized plans. The 
southbound closure for up to five 
weeks was determined to be the 
safest, shortest duration and the 
most cost-effective compared to 
other construction methods. 

Stay informed by signing 
up for email and text updates at 
15rosequarter.org. For real-time 

traffic updates, visit ODOT’s 
TripCheck.com. 

Portland Parks & Recre-
ation (PP&R) Urban Forestry’s 
Free Trees for Portland season is 
here. This year Urban Forestry 
staff and partners will distribute 
and plant 8,480 trees, helping 
grow a greener, healthier city. 
While all Portland residents are 
eligible to receive free trees, Ur-
ban Forestry staff are prioritizing 
outreach and plantings in neigh-
borhoods with the City’s lowest 
tree canopy. Those include the 
neighborhoods of Argay, Centen-
nial, Creston-Kenilworth, Cully, 
East Columbia, Glenfair, Foster-
Powell, Hayden Island, Hazel-
wood, Lents, Mill Park, Monta-
villa, Mt. Scott Arleta, Parkrose, 
Parkrose Heights, Powellhurst 
Gilbert, Russell, South Tabor, 
Sumner, Sunderland and Wilkes.

For Portlanders in these 
neighborhoods, Urban Forestry 
staff can plant and care for trees 
in rights-of-way with no curb or 
sidewalk, in planting strips or 
even in front yards, all for free. 
Participants can even help choose 
the species, then relax and let the 

Urban Forestry team do the rest.
Planting is done with great 

care. Each participant who signs 
up gets a custom visit from an 
arborist who works with them to 
find the perfect planting spot—
and make sure there are no utility 
conflicts. If an eligible homeown-
er needs to plant trees to fulfill a 
replanting permit, this free pro-
gram fulfills the requirement. 

With funding from the 
Portland Clean Energy Commu-
nity Benefits Fund (PCEF), Ur-
ban Forestry staff contract with 
local arborists to plant the trees 
between November and March. 
Channeling PCEF funds to sus-
tainably pay local small busi-
nesses for tree planting work is an 
important component of building 
a community effort. 

Visit the Trees for Resi-
dential Streets website, portland.
gov/GROW, to discover the trees 
available this year. Email freet-
rees@portlandoregon.gov or call 
Urban Forestry at 503.823.4410 
with any questions about partici-
pating. 

Newly planted trees. Photo by Portland Parks & Recreation.

Free Trees For Portland
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SWIFTS 101 – Each September, thousands of Vaux’s Swifts return to Portland, a stopover on their 
long migration south. Wednesday, September 2, 6-7 pm the Bird Alliance of Oregon offers an online 
class, taught by Chris William, exploring the fascinating life history of these tiny, incredible birds. 
Register ($25 members/$35 non-members) at birdallianceoregon.org/event/theswifts101.

BIRD MIGRATION CLASS – Wednesday, September 9, 6-7 pm the Bird Alliance of Oregon of-
fers an online class led by Brodie Cass Talbott covering the basics of migration and how to observe 
this fascinating process, focusing on specific groups of birds, along with an exploration of where 
they’re coming from and where they’re headed. Registration ($25 members/$35 non-members) at 
birdallianceoregon.org/event/expmigration. A separate, related field trip is also available. 

LWV PROTECTING YOUR VOTE – The League of Women Voters of Portland (LWV) kicks 
off the 2026 General Election season Monday, September 14, 1:30-3 pm with a program featuring 
Secretary of State, Tobias Read, and Director of Multnomah County Elections, Tim Scott. They will 
talk about the actions they have taken to combat federal attacks on our election system, protect voter 
privacy, counter disinformation and ensure that our election remains fair, accessible and secure. At-
tend the free event in person or via Zoom by registering at lwvpdx.org/public-events.

HOW TO GO SOLAR – Join Sierra Club Oregon and Solar Oregon for a virtual presentation to 
learn everything you’ll need to feel confident adding solar or energy storage to your home or business. 
Register for the free Wednesday, September 16, 5:30 pm event at act.sierraclub.org/events/details?for
mcampaignid=701Po00001znlOkIAI.

STRUT YOUR KIDNEY – NW Kidney Kids hosts their ninth annual 5K, 10K, Family Fun Run/
Walk/Roll Sunday, September 20, 9-11 am at Sellwood Riverfront Park. All proceeds raised will go to 
NW Kidney Kids, the only organization supporting children with kidney disease and their families in 
the Northwest. Visit nwkidneykids.org for more information and to register.

D3 CANDIDATE FORUM – Thursday, September 24, 6:30-8 pm, the Laurelhurst Neighborhood 
Association hosts a Candidate Forum at The Laurelhurst Club, 3721 SE Ankeny St. Hear directly 
from the candidates running for District 3 City Councilor this November. This is your chance to ask 
questions, share your thoughts and get to know who’s running. This is free event but space is limited. 
Register at bit.ly/46ndhu2.

D3 CANDIDATE MIXER AND ICE CREAM SOCIAL – SE Uplift hosts a District 3 Candidate 
Mixer and Ice Cream Social Saturday, September 26, 1-4 pm at 3534 SE Main St. Meet the candidates 
running for the three open District 3 City Council seats in November’s election. The event is free and 
open to all; RSVPs are requested to help planning for space and refreshments needs. Registration at 
seuplift.org/event/district-3-candidate-mixer-2026.

SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER EVENTS EVENTS

Bicycle Registration 
Encouraged

The Portland Police Bu-
reau and the Portland Bureau of 
Transportation are encouraging 
Portlanders to register their bikes 
in order to make returning stolen 
and recovered bikes to their own-
ers easier. Currently less than one 
percent of bikes are registered 
and bikes can’t be returned if the 
owner is unknown.

The registration process re-
quires the bike’s serial number, 
manufacturer and model, frame 
and accent colors, photographs of 
the bike and your current email 
address and phone number. On 
many pedal bikes, the serial num-
ber is stamped into the frame un-
derneath the bottom bracket, near 
where the pedal cranks connect to 
the bike. If available, purchase in-
formation is also requested. 

Register bikes through the 
link at portland.gov/police/com-
munity/bikes. Assistance regis-

tering your bike is also available 
if needed.

In addition to registering 
your bike, the site offers steps to 
take to promote bike security, in-
cluding always using a high-qual-
ity U-lock, chain lock or folding 
lock positioned low on the frame. 
Always lock your bike up and 
never rely on a cable lock as your 
bike’s primary security.

Additionally, if possible, 
keep bikes inside residences as 
garages, sheds and bike security 
rooms are frequently targeted by 
thieves. E-bike users should also 
remove the battery when it is be-
ing stored or locked.

If your bike is stolen, you’ll 
need to file a police report, even 
if your bike is registered. Filing a 
report helps police identify recov-
ered property, document bicycle 
theft and investigate patterns of 
activity. 

Notable Trees of Mt. Tabor 
Park

If you have plans to visit  
Mt. Tabor Park or are just look-
ing for an outdoor stroll with a 
defined purpose, seeking out the 
notable trees of Mt. Tabor Park 
might fit the bill. The Friends of 
Mt. Tabor Park have put together 
a tree guide, available as both an 
interactive guide for a mobile de-
vice and a printable PDF.

The guide identifies 57 ev-
ergreen and deciduous trees. Two 
botanical groups of trees grow in 
Oregon. Angiosperms include all 
the broadleaf trees. Conifer and 
ginkgo trees belong to the gym-
nosperm group. Evergreen trees 
have green foliage year round. 
Deciduous trees spend part of 
their year naked.

Many of the trees have 
strange name conventions and 
contain hyphens, such as Doug-
las-fir, or words that are con-
joined, such as the Western redce-
dar, which indicate that the name 
includes a term that is incorrect. 
Douglas-firs are not firs and 
Western redcedars are not cedars. 
Confusingly, bigleaf maples are 
maples.

The interactive guide offers 
a clickable map that brings up de-
tails for each tree when selected. 
The PDF is a two-page document.

Visit taborfriends.org/tree-
guide for both versions of the 
guide, then plan a time to take in 
Mt. Tabor Park, notable trees and 
all. 

Outdoor Pools Close, Maintenance For 
Indoor Pools

Outdoor pool lifeguards. Photo by Portland Parks & Recreation.

As summer comes to a 
close, all but one of Portland 
Parks & Recreation’s (PP&R) 
outdoor pools closed at the end of 
August; Peninsula Outdoor Pool 
will remain open through La-
bor Day. Their four indoor year-
round pools are also open and 
available to the public, including 
the recently renovated Mt. Scott 
Community Center and Pool.

To keep the indoor pools 

at their best, PP&R closes each 
facility every year for regular 
maintenance and upkeep. Pools 
are drained, light repairs are com-
pleted and deep cleaning pool ar-
eas and locker rooms takes place. 
Larger repair and replacement 
projects (for example, boiler re-
placement, roofing projects, etc.) 
are also timed to happen during 
the annually scheduled mainte-
nance to minimize closure time 

for the public.
The closure schedule for an-

nual maintenance runs mid-Au-
gust through the end of October. 
SE’s Mt. Scott Community Cen-
ter and Indoor Pool will be closed 
Monday, September 28-Saturday, 
October 10. For closure dates for 
the other indoor pools, visit port-
land.gov/parks/news/2026/8/11/
portland-parks-recreation-pools-
end-summer-season.

If you don’t already receive The 
Southeast Examiner, subscribe and 
never miss an issue. Just $24/year. 

It makes a great gift, too.

Email your name, address and phone 
number to 

examiner@seportland.news or mail 
information and payment to 

The Southeast Examiner, 1020 SE 7th 
Ave. #14313, Portland, OR 97293.



THE SOUTHEAST EXAMINER  SEPTEMBER 20268

Peddlers of Hate

By David Krogh

Portland author Steve Law 
was a history teacher before he 
moved to Oregon and began a 
journalism career. He worked 
for newspapers in several differ-
ent cities including Salem before 
coming to the Portland Tribune 
where he wrote several columns 
about the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) 
in Oregon. He spent considerable 
effort researching a topic that is 
not only unknown to many Or-
egonians but likely appears both-
ersome to many as well. 

The KKK in Oregon? No, 
you say, not in modern day Or-
egon. But it’s true. Oregon at one 
time had over 60 Klan chapters in 
all parts of the State. Law says, 
“At the Klan’s peak, Portland was 
home to the sixth largest chap-
ter in the country and there were 
more members per capita in Ore-
gon than in any other state except 
one.” How this all happened is 
explained in great detail in Law’s 
book, Peddlers of Hate–How The 
Ku Klux Klan Seized Power In 
1920s Oregon.

The KKK in Oregon is a 
very difficult and controversial 
subject to deal with, especially for 
progressives of today in Portland. 
Subsequently, when Law was 
asked why he chose this topic to 
research and write about, he said, 
“I was inspired by a podcast fea-
turing Bryan Stevenson’s depic-
tion of stolpersteines in Germany. 
These small brass plates are em-
bedded in sidewalks to mark ad-
jacent homes and businesses of 
Nazi victims. Germans must step 
over these ‘stumbling blocks,’ 
subtly encouraging them to own 
up to the misdeeds of their pre-

decessors and seek to repair the 
damage that caused. Stevenson 
contrasted that with the way the 
US buries its uncomfortable past, 
retaining landmarks such as the 
Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, 
Alabama, which honors  a former 
Confederate general and KKK 
leader. I decided I wanted to ‘un-
bury’ past misdeeds in Oregon. 
I live near Mt. Tabor Park and 
served on the Board of Friends 
of Mt. Tabor Park, and learned 
the 1920s Klan erected flaming 
crosses there, in plain sight, yet 
few current Portlanders know 
about it. I wrote a series of articles 
about the Oregon Klan for the 
Portland Tribune, timed to run on 
the centennial of the Klan’s rise to 
power in 1922.” Because of those 
articles Law was encouraged to 
write his book which the Oregon 
State University Press picked up.

According to Law, the KKK 
grew very quickly within Oregon 
for a variety of reasons. When 
asked how this occurred, he ex-
plained, “World War I engen-
dered intense patriotism and na-
tionalism among Oregonians and 
racist stereotypes about the en-
emy, which translated into unease 
about the wave of immigrants 
who had recently settled here. Or-
egon had a long history of hostil-
ity toward Blacks and Catholics, 
and early support for Prohibition. 
Klan organizers skillfully exploit-
ed those sentiments.” 

The Klan’s organizers ac-
tually used recruiters who were 
paid a commission to enlist mem-
bers. Law clarified that the orga-
nizers “whipped up support by 
demonizing others who looked, 

prayed and spoke differently than 
the dominant majority. It utilized 
financial incentives to create a 
cadre of organizers, and hired fi-
ery Protestant ministers to exploit 
divisive social issues and portray 
itself as a morally righteous force. 
Once you stir up peoples’ animos-
ities and emotions, it becomes 
easier to mobilize followers for 
political and financial gain.”

Law said that the tech-
niques used by the Klan were 
“tried-and-true strategies that 
weren’t invented by the Klan, and 
continue to be deployed today.” 
This situation is very comparable 
to the rise of the white supremacy 
and MAGA movements going on 
right now agreed Law. 

What is most surprising 
regarding the Klan’s rapid rise 
of power within Oregon is how 
quickly it crumbled. Law sum-
marized the events in a nutshell. 
“The Oregon Klan rose to power 
in meteoric fashion in less than 
two years, then fizzled as a po-
litical force just as rapidly. The 
Klan’s demise here was mostly 
self-inflicted, due to corrupt, 
money-grubbing leaders and their 
authoritarian management style, 
which led to widespread jockey-
ing for power, internal dissension, 
defections and splits. Changing 
political and social conditions 
undoubtedly also played a part: 
post-war anxieties about foreign-
ers eased; Congress enacted strict 
new limits on non-white, non-
Protestant immigrants in 1924; 
Oregonians turned against Prohi-
bition and drifted away from fra-
ternal lodges.”

 It is likely that many for-

mer Klan members transferred 
into different groups of similar 
interests. The author suggests 
that “what’s clear is that the Klan 
ideology never fully died out, as 
people don’t easily shed long-
held biases, beliefs and bigotries. 
So a white supremacist, racist or 
nativist in the 1950s could have 
gravitated from a later version of 
the Klan to a new ascendant so-
ciety.”

This book is an informative 
read with great explanations. For 
example, it begins with a discus-
sion about how the Klan devel-

oped in the first place and then 
expands that to explain the Klan’s 
origin in Oregon. Also helpful is 
the identification of events and 
people in Oregon (and Portland in 
particular) who were instrumental 
in both the Klan’s origin and its 
demise.

To order Peddlers of Hate, 
visit the Oregon State Univer-
sity Press website, osupress.or-
egonstate.edu/index.php/book/
peddlers-of-hate. The book is 
also available in Portland at An-
nie Blooms and Powell’s Books, 
as well as several online retailers.

New Teen Program Coming to SE Portland

from page 1

Cleveland High School as a way 
for young men to share their ex-
periences and learn about them-
selves as well as each other.

A student who currently 
participates in the Healthy Mas-
culinity Club, Beckham Ruhoff, 
had this to say about his experi-
ence: “Healthy Masculinity Club 
isn’t just a Club to me…[it] has 
given me a space where I feel safe 
sharing what I feel and sometimes 
it just feels so good to be able to 
tell someone that isn’t your par-
ents or your therapist about how 
you are struggling.”

It would follow that the 
Young Men’s Circle will provide 
a similar space for those partici-
pating in the program but rather 
than being limited to 20 minutes 
during lunch, Fain looks forward 
to the opportunity to have deep-
er, longer conversations. He has 
also looked into research on how 
movement can be an effective 
method for engaging young men 
with each other. He hopes to offer 
different opportunities to get them 
active and to connect through do-
ing something together.

Chapman will lead the 

Young Women’s Circle and she 
anticipates that they will be dis-
cussing a wide array of issues 
such as power and gender dy-
namics, misogyny and other top-
ics that the students may bring 
up themselves such as relation-
ships, accountability and finding 
hope in trying times. She may 
cite people in the community, do 
readings or incorporate art some-
how but it’s less about what they 
do and “more about what they can 
learn from each other,” she says. 
She used an analogy to make her 
point: “A book club isn’t just 
about the books.”

They hope to bring on other 
adults to support the program, es-
pecially once they start to offer 
new Circles such as a LGBTQ-
IA+ Circle and an All-Teen Cir-
cle, but Chapman insists that they 
must be student-centered in their 
approach to working with teens.

When asked what she 
would like to see happen with the 
program by the end of the year, 
Chapman said that she wants to 
“create something that students 
don’t want to let go of” and that 
they will want to continue meet-

ing over summer.
Fain hopes that the program 

will ultimately help students not 
just make friends but “people 
they can count on and reach out 
to” and develop an overall “more 
positive sense of self and confi-
dence in their ability to have hard 
conversations, deeply and com-
passionately.”

Currently, there is a sliding 
scale structure for monthly tuition 
with different tiers depending on 
what is feasible for interested par-
ties but Chapman and Fain have 
been looking into fiscal sponsor-
ship and grant writing in hopes 
that they will eventually be able 
to make the program free.

Chapman and Fain will be 
hosting a free teaser for Teens 
Connect PDX where they will 
introduce themselves and talk 
about what they offer while also 
allowing time for a Q&A session. 
Visit teensconnectpdx.com for 
updates.

Registration for Teens Con-
nect PDX is now open and Circles 
will begin meeting at the Solterra 
building on SE 9th Ave. and SE 
Division St. starting in October.
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Earth & Fire Pottery Studio 
Brings Classes, Membership 
and Community to SE 
Portland
By Ellen Spitaleri

Sometimes you have to try 
something new to find out that 
you have a knack for it. That is 
what happened to Teo Lee when 
he was living in Los Angeles in 
2018 and his aunt suggested he 
take a beginning pottery class 
at a local community college. “I 
fell in love with the artform and 
it was something I was naturally 
good at,” he said.

Then he took an intermedi-
ate class and the professor told 
him that he should change majors 
to ceramics. But Lee was com-
mitted to being a computer sci-
ence major, thinking this path led 
to more job prospects.

In 2022, Lee moved to Port-
land and got a job working with 
computers, so pottery just be-
came a hobby. When he lost his 
job in 2025, Lee decided to open 
his own studio, and he made that 
dream come true last November, 
when he opened Earth & Fire Pot-
tery Studio, 633 SE Clay St. He 
discovered that he can create his 
own work in the studio, while at 
the same time sharing his passion 
with other people.

Although there are other 
pottery studios in the area, the 
big difference is that Earth & Fire 
features the community aspect, 
Lee said. “People come here to 
hang out together,” he said, add-

Teo Lee, owner of Earth & Fire Pottery Studio, shows off a grouping of “monsters,” made by members of the studio. 
He will offer a monster workshop in late September. Photo by Ellen Spitaleri.

ing that membership plans are 
flexible and affordable, and he 
hopes to keep it that way.

“Creating community is 
so important and I understand 
that friendship with other people 
brings meaning to life,” Lee said, 
adding that it has been a joy to see 
community form in the studio.

He noted that part of the 
success of the business has been 
its central location and the fact 
that the building itself has been 
newly renovated with huge win-
dows that bring in natural light.

Another thing that sets 
Earth & Fire apart from other 
studios is that fact that the site is 
open 24 hours a day, to accommo-
date members’ different sched-
ules. All members get a keypad 
code so that they can come into 
the studio at any time.

It is one thing to be good at 
something creative, but teaching 
it is a whole different prospect. 
However, teaching has been a 
big part of Lee’s life for years. 
“I tutored middle school students 
when I was in high school, and 
after I graduated from college I 
subbed at a local high school,” he 
said.

“Over time, I have devel-
oped my teaching style; I take a 
laid-back approach,” Lee said. He 
added that he was a bit nervous 

when he offered his first Friday 
night workshop, but when that 
went well, he gained the confi-
dence to continue developing his 
teaching style over time.

He noted that members 
range in age from high school stu-
dents to seniors, and he also of-
fers classes for parents and young 
children to take together.

“Sometimes the children 
do better than their parents,” Lee 
said, adding that hand-building 
with clay is most accessible to the 
very young. Projects that work 
well with children include creat-
ing a gnome and holiday orna-

ments.
Lee offers a variety of 

classes and is looking forward to 
a “monster” class in late Septem-
ber, just in time for Halloween. 
The creatures are inspired by a 
website called Big Girl Com-
pany, and they come in a variety 
of shapes and sizes sure to delight 
children of all ages.

Although he notes that you 
can make almost anything while 
hand building with clay, he pre-
fers to create pieces on the wheel. 
“When you throw on a wheel, you 
focus on what’s in front of you. 
You have a conversation with the 

clay,” he said. “You go into it with 
some idea of what you’re going to 
make, when you sit down at the 
wheel. It is also a very physical 
process, and you get immediate 
feedback.”

As for the future, the studio 
is almost at capacity for member-
ships and the next step is to get 
more people trained so that they 
can help with instruction.

Lee added that anyone in-
terested in membership options 
should visit earthandfirepdx.com; 
potential members must have pri-
or experience working with clay 
or have taken a class at the studio.

Portland’s Inner Eastside Could See More Housing Under New Zoning 
Project
from page 1

one day and suddenly there’s go-
ing to be hundreds of apartment 
buildings,” Engstrom said.

Housing affordability is 
also part of the conversation. City 
Council is currently consider-
ing an overall housing strategy, 
which is happening alongside the 
zoning project.

For the zoning project it-
self, Engstrom said one of the 
main ways it could affect afford-
ability is by allowing more hous-
ing types in an area where many 
single-family homes are already 
out of reach for many Portland-
ers. “Allowing a greater diversity 
of housing types will inherently 
create some additional options for 
folks who can’t afford the single-
family homes,” he said.

BPS will also look at exist-
ing apartment buildings that are 
not formally designated as af-
fordable housing but remain rela-
tively affordable compared with 
newer apartments. Engstrom said 
the city wants to avoid creating a 
zoning pattern that could lead to 
those buildings disappearing.

Housing is not the only is-
sue BPS plans to examine, how-
ever. The project will also look at 
where commercial businesses are 

allowed, including whether more 
small businesses could operate 
within residential areas. One pos-
sibility is allowing more corner 
stores.

Engstrom pointed to Ladd’s 
Addition as an example. The 
neighborhood has a small com-
mercial building at the center of 
its residential area, something 
that was more common histori-
cally. “There’s a revived interest 
in allowing more of that,” Eng-
strom said.

The city also sees a connec-
tion between housing and local 
businesses. As the population in-
creases, Engstrom said, there are 
more potential customers for gro-
cery stores and other businesses 
that serve the neighborhood.

At the same time, BPS ex-
pects questions about traffic, 
transportation, existing business-
es and how development could 
affect the neighborhood. Those 
issues will be part of the city’s 
community engagement process.

BPS plans to hold focus 
groups and workshops and have 
separate conversations with busi-
ness owners, renters and people 
interested in transportation. The 
bureau is also attending existing 
community events to introduce 
residents to the project and gather 
feedback.

The city is still in the early 
stages of the project, meaning 
there is not yet a map showing 
which properties could eventual-
ly be rezoned. This fall, BPS will 

focus on community engagement 
and identifying goals for the proj-
ect. In 2027, the bureau plans to 
develop potential zoning options 
before moving into the approval 
process with the Planning Com-
mission and City Council. BPS is 
aiming to complete the project by 
early 2028.

That leaves several ques-
tions open. Residents do not yet 
know exactly where new apart-
ment buildings could be allowed, 
how large those buildings could 

become or how the changes 
would affect individual proper-
ties.

Whether the goal is creating 
a more diverse community, in-
creasing housing options or tak-
ing a new look at zoning that has 
remained largely unchanged for 
decades, the changes will not hap-
pen overnight. Over time, howev-
er, they could change where new 
housing is built, where businesses 
can operate and how Inner SE de-
velops.
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Big Month at Milagro

September is a busy month at Milagro, with five events taking 
place. The first, tertula: When I was Mexican, features live perfor-
mances of songs and short bits of script from When I was Mexican: A 
Bollywood Musical Wednesday, September 2, 7 pm. The event features 
Kristin Tehrani, Lynn Mendoza-Khan and Alisa Christiansen. The mu-
sical is based on Terhani’s personal journey of cultural identity, life 
surprises and chosen family, telling the story of Ana, who has a big 
birthday on the horizon and decides that it’s finally time to find the 
answer to a life-long nagging question. The all ages event is approxi-
mately 90 minutes long, with free/pay-what-you-wish tickets.

Next up is a bilingual book launch and puppet show celebration 
featuring Joeanally Gonzalez Sunday, September 6, 1 pm. Step into the 
magic of the forest with multidisciplinary artist, educator and cultural 
worker Gonzalez. The event celebrates her new bilingual children’s 
book, Nico the Banana Slug, and includes a hands-on creative work-
shop where kids can craft their own paper puppets. While especially 
designed for youngsters, all ages are welcome for the two-hour event. 
Signed copies of the book will be available for purchase. Tickets are 
free/pay-what-you-wish.

Join the Latinx Choral Project and its founder, Lynn Mendoza-
Khan, for a conversation exploring how community arts organizations 
can move beyond traditional hierarchical structures and embrace lead-
ership models rooted in shared responsibility, belonging and collective 
care Saturday, September 12, 1 pm. Through dialogue, storytelling and 
reflection, attendees will explore questions about power, participation 
and decision-making, and imagine new possibilities for building arts 
organizations that are more inclusive, sustainable and responsive to the 
communities they serve. This is an all ages event with free/pay-what-
you-wish tickets.

Saturday, September 19, 1 pm, is From the Idea to Your First 
Book featuring author, researcher and educator Dr. Angel Contreras 
Cruz. The interactive seminar is designed to help people transform life 
experiences into the beginning of their own book. It includes storytell-
ing, practical instruction and guided writing exercises to show par-
ticipants how to organize their ideas, overcome the fear of writing and 
discover ways to turn personal memories into meaningful narratives. 
The three-hour seminar is designed for people 13+ with $20 tickets for 
the seminar only or $30 tickets that include a copy of the book.   

The month wraps up Thursday, September 24, 6 pm  with a 
launch party for Discoteka Magazine from Portland-based multi-media 
artist, graphic designer and illustrator Barrio Girlz (aka Aline Cher-
cover). The self-published periodical is full of uplifting contributions 
of queer women of color who are creating spaces where self expression 
feels safe, accessible and welcoming within the underground music 
industry. The event provides a first look at the magazine, which will 
also be available for purchase. Guests can mingle and connect, dance 
to music played by local Latina DJs and enjoy a showcase of works 
by local Latinx photographers, designers and creatives. Tickets for the 
three-hour 18+ event are free/pay-what-you-wish.

Tickets to all of the events and more information about Milagro 
can be found at milagro.org. 

Triangle productions! be-
gins its 37th season Thursday, 
September 10 with the hit Broad-
way comedy, The Shark is Broken 
by Ian Shaw and Joseph Nixon. 
The famous 1974 movie Jaws 
wasn’t easy to film. Why? The 
mechanical shark didn’t coop-
erate and for days on end actors 
Roy Scheider, Richard Dreyfuss 
and Robert Shaw waited and 
waited to film sequences with the 
shark. Ian Shaw, Robert’s son, has 
co-written a play about the adven-
ture, taking audiences behind the 
scenes of filming. The comedy 
has one wondering, will the shark 
ever work?

90-minute performances run 
Thursday, September 10-Sunday, 
September 27 Thursdays at 7 pm, 
Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 pm 
and two Sunday matinees at 2 pm. 
Visit trianglepro.org/the-shark-is-
broken for tickets, $5-$40.

Hit Broadway 
Comedy at

Triangle

14th Annual Catio Tour
The Feral Cat Coalition of Oregon and the Bird Alliance of Or-

egon, with presenting sponsor Catio Craftsman, host the 14th Annual 
Catio Tour Saturday, September 12, 10 am-2 pm at various catio loca-
tions throughout SE Portland. The self-guided tour invites people to 
peek into some of Portland’s most creative outdoor cat spaces, from 
simple enclosures to standout backyard showpieces. At each stop, 
guests can meet homeowners, compare materials and access points and 
gather practical ideas for creating safe outdoor spaces for cats. 

For the first time ever, all catios are located in SE Portland. The 
lineup of playful catios includes the spot-on “Pawthorne Bridge,” an 
impressive structure modeled after the Hawthorne Bridge.

Catios keep birds safe from cats, and cats safe from coyotes. 
They also allow cats to experience fresh air, sunshine and outdoor en-
richment while preventing the risks of roaming and being hit by cars. 

Tickets, available at catssafeathome.org/catio, are $15 each and 
include an online guidebook, as well as handy maps to help partici-
pants make the most of their day. The guidebook, available one week 
before the event, includes all catio details, including quick facts with 
catio materials and cost. 

This fall Portland Jazz Composers Ensemble (PJCE) Records is 
releasing three albums. In September comes the newest project by the 
Indie songstress, Rebecca Sanborn, a legend in the Pacific Northwest. 
More than an album, Shadow Work is a career-defining sonic narrative. 
Harnessing the full weight of a 12-piece ensemble, Sanborn takes a 
massive artistic swing, translating late-night introspection into an ex-
pansive, highly textured orchestral journey that stands as a definitive 
milestone in her catalogue. The release comes as part of the Montavilla 
Jazz Festival Friday, September 4. 

In October, George Colligan is taking a big swing himself. He’s 
paired up with rising-star vocalist, Zyanna Melada, to deliver an 
11-track album of heartfelt and heavy songs that would be like if Lalah 
Hathaway was backed by…well…Colligan. The record release event 
is Thursday, October 15 at the Old Church.

Then in November, Artistic Director and Director of PJCE Re-
cords, Ryan Meagher, releases an album himself. It features an all-star 
band, new tunes and a VIBE. It’s mostly studio tracks, but there are 
two live tracks recorded at The 1905. The band is a two-time Down-
beat poll-winner—Noah Preminger, George Colligan, Michael Fein-
berg and Jonathan Pinson. 

Visit pjce.org/album-category/releases for all three releases.

Three PJCE Album Releases

Hide & Cheek

Friday, September 25 Glit-
ter Trashcan Productions invites 
you to Hide & Cheek: A LEWDi-
crous Masquerade, hosted by the 
fabulous Kisa Von Teasa. This 
isn’t your average masquerade 
ball—expect elaborate helmets, 
animal faces, safety equipment, 
full-face disguises, impossible 
creatures and a bizarre fever 
dream. Whether you’re drawn 
to elegance, absurdity or simply 
enjoy watching beautiful weirdos 
take their clothes off while wear-
ing increasingly wild and wacky 
headwear, Hide & Cheek has you 
covered. 

The 21+ event takes place at 
Hoku Events (1125 SE Madison 
St.) where there will be Hawaiian 
food and custom show-themed 
cocktails. The venue is fully ac-
cessible and ASL interpretation 
will be present. Doors open at 
7 pm, the show starts at 8 pm. 
Tickets ($25-$120) available at 
treetix.com/4e0p-/glittertrashcan.

Tabor Day

Sunday, September 13, 12-4 pm Friends of Mt. Tabor Park hosts 
the first annual Tabor Day, a new community celebration in the park’s 
amphitheater. The family-friendly event brings together the people 
who make Mt. Tabor what it is, including members and soon-to-be-
members, volunteers and neighbors. Expect refreshments, tables from 
neighborhood partners, a talk on the park’s history, games, raffle and 
more for what may be the start of a new tradition. 

Tabor Day is free and open to everyone, members and non-mem-
bers alike. Bring friends, family, neighbors, pets (on leash, of course) 
and anyone else who loves the park.
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Rainbow Road 
Pet Contests

Paddling Across Time

In conjunction with the Lower Columbia Canoe Club, Wa-
terWatch presents Paddling Across Time—A Hayes River Journey 
Wednesday, September 16, 6:30-8:30 pm at Hopworks Brewing, 2944 
SE Powell Blvd. The presentation features adventurer Lee Sessions 
and his crew as they recount their 2025 self-supported canoe expe-
dition down Nuavut’s remote and challenging Hays River—a seldom 
traveled route north of the Arctic Circle in Inuktitut, Canada’s largest, 
northernmost and newest territory.

Sessions and his team explore how motivations for undertaking 
northern journeys have evolved over time. Their own experience, re-
search and interviews with past travelers offer a contemporary lens on 
the pull of wilderness, the meaning found in shared effort and the deep 
connections forged through travel in the North.  

The monthly Pet PopUp 
Contests on the Rainbow Road 
Pedestrian Plaza (SE Ankeny 
St. and SE 28th Ave.) continue 
in September and October. Pre-
sented by Kernside Serenade and 
PDXwoofmeow, the free events 
start at 1:45 pm, however if you 
want to enter your furry friend, 
registration (no entry fee) is at 1 
pm. Pre-registration is also avail-
able at kernside.org.

Sunday, September 20 is 
the Stupid Pet Tricks Contest. 
Can your dog sit? Or jump? Or 
wear a wig? Maybe they can even 
balance a treat on their nose. No 
actual skills are needed however 
and everyone is welcome for the 
fun, family-friendly event.

Rounding out this summer 
series is the Halloween costume 
contest Sunday, October 18. 
Dress your pet up in a Halloween 
costume and join others to see 
who the judges will select to take 
home the final golden water bowl 
(for display purposes only) and 
gift from a local business.

Visit pdxwoofmeow.com or 
follow them on social media @
pdxwoofmeow for more. 

More than a fun challenge, juggling has been scientifically prov-
en to increase neuroplasticity, reduce stress and improve posture. Try 
this 4,000-year-old sport at Reed College’s Aubrey Watzek Sports 
Center during the 34th Annual Portland Juggling Festival & Vaudeville 
Extravaganza Friday, September 25-Sunday, September 27.

The playful community of Portland Jugglers invites the public 
to “drop everything and juggle,” whether you’re a one ball newbie or 
a practiced pro. There will be workshops for all skill levels plus prop 
vendors, practice spaces and truly unique games like quarter juggling 
(last one juggling gets them all).

If you want to stretch your mind and muscles beyond playing 
catch with balls and clubs, the festival has poi, yoyo, unicycles, hula-
hoops and other props. “We’re very inclusive of toys and people,” says 
founding Portland Juggler Rhys Thomas.

Saturday night’s family friendly Juggling & Vaudeville Extrava-
ganza showcases jaw-dropping skills and tons of humor, performed 
by talented local and internationally touring artists. Tickets for the Ex-
travaganza are $35 adults, $30 children/students/seniors. Also avail-
able are general festival weekend passes ($35) and weekend passes 
plus Extravaganza ticket ($60). For full festival details, schedule, full 
list of special guests and performers, as well tickets, visit portlandjug-
glers.org. 

Portland Juggling Festival

Artface Grand 
Opening

Quirky earring brand Art-
face celebrates the opening of its 
first retail store at 3327 SE Haw-
thorne Blvd. Saturday, September 
12, 2-6 pm. The Pop-Out-Palooza 
is a free, all-ages party with live 
art and activities with illustrating 
duo Day Off, a make-your-own-
earring station, music, refresh-
ments, a photo booth and free 
earrings for the first 100 guests.

Guests are invited to par-
ticipate in the 4 pm over-the-top 
fashion show and quirkiest out-
fit contest, with a $200 Artface 
shopping spree awarded to the 
winner. Participants must register 
at the event by 3 pm.

Known for its oversized 
pop-out paper earrings, Artface 
began as an online subscription 
business and have an especially 
enthusiastic following among 
educators. Artface founder Cas-
sidy Clawson said, “They wear 
our earrings to make students 
laugh, match a lesson or bring a 
little more fun into the classroom. 
We wanted this celebration to feel 
as creative and expressive as the 
community that helped build Art-
face.”

Geek Week at TPK

Each year during Geek Week, TPK Brewing Co. runs a series of 
one-shots based on the latest Dungeons & Dragons book, which this 
year is Ravenloft: The Horrors Within. The 13 one-shot adventures fea-
ture a loose plotline connecting them together, for a total of 70 tables of 
D&D this year. Players receive prizes based on the number of sessions 
attended.

The sessions are all self-contained one-shots with a compelling 
story arc for folks who just attend one or two, but do loosely connect 
to a larger plotline driven by TPK’s new house-vampire, Damian Van 
Tide, for those who make it all the way to the finale. All sessions are 
for players ages 16+.

There will be a special vampiric cocktail available for the event 
(alcoholic and non-alcoholic) and En Vida will be extending their 
weekday chorizo breakfast burrito special into the weekend for those 
“camping out” for a full 12 hours of gaming. 

Geek Week runs Friday, September 11-Sunday, September 20. 
Visit tpkbrewing.com/event-details/beerovia-summer-of-dread to 
book individual sessions and for more information, including details 
on making a custom character. 

Wildwood: Follow the Crows

Wildwood: Follow the 
Crows is a new public art trail 
presented by LAIKA, in partner-
ship with OHSU Doernbecher 
Children’s Hospital, Wild in Art, 
the Portland Metro Chamber, 
Downtown Portland Clean & 
Safe, and supported by the Visit 
Downtown Campaign. The trail 
will be available for people to fol-
low through Friday, October 30.

Featuring one-of-a-kind 
sculptures, hand-painted by local 
artists, the trail is sponsored by 
generous donors from the Port-
land-metro community. All of the 
sculptures will be auctioned off once the art trail closes in the fall, and 
the proceeds will support OHSU Doernbecher Children’s Hospital. 

While most of the sculptures are west of the river, SE is home to 
one—at OMSI. It’s #15 on the art trail map and called “A Murder Hud-
dle” by Allison McClay. McClay is an illustrator, painter and muralist 
who has beautified SE Portland at multiple locations including Chi Em 
Restaurant, My Vice Food and Spirits and Ladd’s Addition 7-Eleven.

Check out one, a few or all of the crows on the trail. Visit ohsu-
foundation.org/wildwood-follow-the-crows for the map and additional 
information.
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Editor's note: Wellness Word is an informational column which is not meant to replace a healthcare 
professional's diagnosis, treatment or medication.

Ww Wellness Word

Wildfire Smoke: How to Take Care of 
Ourselves and Each Other

Wildfire season is here 
again in a big way, causing signif-
icant damage to the communities 
where the fires are burning, and 
spreading dense smoke through-
out a much wider surrounding 
area. It’s natural to experience 
distress and fear. It’s reasonable 
to struggle with feeling helpless 
and overwhelmed.  

This short guide is intended 
to outline practical, constructive 
actions that we can all engage in 
to take good care of our health 
and our communities amidst it all. 
Hang in there! You aren’t alone, 
and we’re all in this together.

Physical Health
First, a bit of background. 

It’s okay to skip this part if you 
already know it or just want to get 
to the practical tips.

Wildfire smoke primarily 
causes injury to our lungs, heart 
and other organs from the tiny 
particles contained in the smoke 
itself. People most at risk are 
those who have existing lung or 
heart disease, who are pregnant or 
who are especially young or old. 
Risk of health effects from smoke 
is directly related to how much 
smoke a person is in contact with, 
and for how long.

This means that the most 
important way to take care of our 
physical health when the air is 
smoky is to limit our exposure as 
much as possible. The Air Qual-
ity Index (AQI) is a measure-
ment that tells us how safe or un-
safe the air is around us. Higher 
numbers mean greater danger to 
health. Fortunately, there are lots 
of ways to access this informa-
tion. One easy-to-use example is 
the Airnow.gov website and mo-
bile app, and both options include 
a great, simple explanation of the 
different AQI levels and what 
they mean.

When smoke is present, and 

AQI levels are high, the best thing 
to do is minimize time outside. If 
you have an air conditioning sys-
tem, use high-efficiency filters 
and set it to recirculate mode or 
close the outside air intake, if you 
can. If you have access to one, set 
up a portable air cleaner in a room 
with enough space for everyone 
with whom you live, and try to 
maximize the time you spend in 
this place. Try to avoid burning 
anything indoors, cooking with 
a stove and vacuuming, as all of 
these activities can worsen air 
quality indoors.

If your roommates/parents/
kids/existence itself are driving 
you bananas, or if your indoor 
space is hard to keep less smoky, 
spending time in large well-ven-
tilated indoor public spaces like 
libraries, community centers or 
malls is a reasonable option, too. 
If you aren’t able to minimize 
time outdoors, or for whatever 
time you spend outside, wearing 
a well-fitted mask rated as N95 
or P100 can greatly reduce your 
exposure to harmful smoke par-
ticles.  

Keep in mind that high 
temperatures often accompany 
smoky air, and avoiding exces-
sive overheating is usually even 
more urgent than limiting smoke 
exposure. If your home doesn’t 
have AC, letting cool air inside in 
the evenings is usually more help-
ful than harmful, even if it tempo-
rarily makes inside air smokier. 
Close your windows back up 
once things are cooled down. 
Staying well-hydrated and limit-
ing exercise and other outdoor 
activity to cooler times of the day 
are also essential. Many commu-
nity centers and other local spaces 
operate cooling shelters when it’s 
especially hot—211info.org is a 
website that has a wealth of in-
formation regarding personal and 
community resources.  

Mental Health
Taking care of your mental 

and emotional health is every bit 
as important when heavy smoke 
limits access to joyful and restor-
ative outdoor activities. There’s 
real heaviness in such immediate 
experiences of the harm to our 
neighborhoods and our planet. 
Acknowledging and affirming 
these feelings, staying connected 
to community and being creative 
in identifying accessible self-care 
activities are all invaluable tools. 
Beyond this, anyone experienc-
ing distress related to a disaster 
can call or text the Disaster Dis-
tress Helpline at 800.985.5990 to 
receive additional support.

Community Health
Finally, just as all of the 

root causes of our progressively 
heavy fire seasons are collective, 
so are the pathways forward. The 
communities most directly im-
pacted by fires, and the organi-
zations actively working to take 
care of them, are in urgent need 
of donations and other support. A 
few worthy options include The 
American Red Cross Cascades 
Region, The Wildland Firefight-
er Foundation and The Warm 
Springs Wildfire Recovery Fund.  

One last thought—it’s not 
possible to hold all of this all at 
once. Scream or cry when you 
need to. Do what you can, when 
you can. Find and hold the joy 
amidst the heaviness. Take a deep 
breath when the air is clear, re-
alize what a gift that’s always 
been and remember that we’re all 
working together to pay this gift 
forward.

Dan Slowey, MD JD
Madrona Family
Medicine
503.487.8940

Crossword Answers
Turn to page 15 for the puzzle.



continued on page 15
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Nn Neighborhood Notes

Buckman Community Association
By Susan Lindsay

Last month, thanks to the stupendous help from our dedicated Board, community volunteers and via 
the generosity of our sponsors, both business and individual, the Buckman Community Association held 
two large, all inclusive, all free community events. The Buckman Movie in the Park was held August 1, fol-
lowed by the Buckman Picnic August 2. Both were extremely well attended, fun and a joy to produce! Huge 
gratitude to our donors and volunteers…the Buckman Picnic Team! 

The SlimJims, an excellent five piece band playing tons of favorites, closed out the picnic which had 
featured Flamenco music, a bouncy house, face painting, games, free drinks/snacks/ice cream and six ador-
able baby goats! You’ll find a complete list of sponsors on our website and special thanks to Community 
Bridges Inc., Coca Cola and Councilor Tiffany Koyama-Lane. 

You can still help support these events now and their continuation in the future by making a fully tax-
deductible donation on our “Give Lively” link on our website, buckmanpdx.org. All monies contributed go 
towards this and next years’s efforts to continue to bring these fun, positive and free events to the greater 
community and especially kids.

Our next regular BCA monthly meeting, held every second Thursday 7-9 pm at Imago Dei (1302 SE 
Ankeny St.), will be September 10. We hope to host a candidate forum for those running for the important 
position of Multnomah County Chair. In October we will have contenders for City Council District 3 in a 
candidate forum at the same location. The BCA welcomes everyone who lives, works, owns property or a 
business in the Buckman Neighborhood. We are here for you. Got an issue? Want to plan an event? Organize 
a project? Contact us anytime! Email buckmanboard@gogglegroups.com.

HAND
By Jill Riebesehl

August for the Hosford-Abernethy Neighborhood Association Board has traditionally been a month 
off from taking action and focusing on specific concerns. No difference this year. The Board, which in the 
spring doubled in size, used the time to get to know one another better and discuss general concerns as well 
as ideas for the future. 

Early, after a quick organizational effort with others in the community, we threw a summer party at a 
newly stubbed Caruthers St. and are continuing work to improve the section. Recently, we have officially 
engaged in a couple of situations, two being Ross Island and the possible location of a bottle/can drop on SE 
Milwaukie Ave., and we are moving ahead on how to join discussions on the ongoing train/commuter snarl.  

Next up we’re looking forward to hearing the Division-Clinton Business District’s plans for the future. 
Meetings are open to everyone who lives, works and owns businesses in HAND; we meet 10 months 

out of the year on the St. Philip Neri campus, second Tuesdays at 7 pm.

Laurelhurst Neighborhood Association
By Abigail Smock

Mark your calendars: Thursday, September 24, LNA is hosting a District 3 Candidate Forum, 6:30-
8 pm at the Laurelhurst Club. Rather than a debate or stage event, we’re doing a rotating table format, so 
neighbors get real, one-on-one conversations with candidates instead of rehearsed speeches. We have six 
candidates confirmed for the event and expect a good turn out. This is a great chance to meet the people 
running to represent us on City Council before you vote this November. The event is free and open to all but 
space is limited so please register at bit.ly/46ndhu2.

Mt. Tabor Neighborhood Association
By David Petrozzi

“Deep summer is when laziness finds respectability,” an author and theologian once opined, but this 
summer the MTNA is keeping busy. During our August meeting we heard updates from our land use chair 
regarding several developments currently underway in our neighborhood: the old Dairy Queen site on SE 
Division St.; an RFP for the old Mills Open Air School site on SE 60th Ave. and SE Stark St.; logistics 
around redeveloping the empty lot opposite Coquine on SE 69th Ave. and SE Belmont St.; and placement of 
5G infrastructure along E Burnside St. Our neighborhood history project, older adults outreach with AARP 
and park accessibility work with Tabor for All are continuing smoothly. We’re also proceeding thoughtfully 
into the preliminary design phase for community banners to be hung at select streets and intersections. 
Similar to other neighborhoods around town, we hope these create an even more cohesive neighborhood 
feel while letting people know we take pride living here together. 

MTNA meets every second Wednesday of the month, in person at Taborspace and online via Zoom. 
Stop by our next meeting to see what we’re up to and make your mark! Register and receive more informa-
tion on our website, mttaborpdx.org.

North Tabor Neighborhood Association
By Amanda Sparks

North Tabor is excited to bring back the Fernside Flea for its second year! Join your Tabor neighbors 
Saturday, September 26, 1–5 pm at Leikam Brewing for an afternoon of vintage finds, handmade goods, craft 
brews and good company. It’s a fun, low-key event for and by neighbors, and we’d love to see even more 
of our neighbors come out this year. We’re still accepting vendors, volunteers and sponsors, so there’s still 
time to get involved. Check out the website to stay up to date: northtabor.org/2026/08/fernside-flea-2026.

We’re also partnering with Mt. Tabor Neighborhood Association on a District 3 City Council Candi-
date Forum, tentatively planned for Tuesday, October 13 at Mt. Tabor Middle School. With the upcoming 
election for District 3 City Council seats, we’re looking forward to giving neighbors a chance to hear di-
rectly from the people running for office. We’ll be collecting questions from the community ahead of time 
and putting those questions to the candidates at the forum. And, of course, there will be pizza! We’re still 
working out the details, so keep an eye here: northtabor.org/2026-forum for updates.

Richmond Neighborhood Association
By Allen Field

The Richmond Neighborhood Association held its Ice Cream Social August 10 in Sewallcrest Park. 
This served as the association’s August meeting and will hopefully become an annual event. 

Meetings are otherwise held at Central Christian Church, 1844 SE Cesar Chavez Blvd. the second 
Monday of the month 7-9 pm, except January. Everyone is welcome to attend and participate. People can 
participate via Zoom; the link to register is on the agenda, posted to richmondpdx.org and the RNA’s list-
serv. Meetings are recorded and posted to the website. Email richmondnasecretary@gmail.com to get on 
the listserv.
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Tom Leach Roofing
45 years roofing 

your neighborhood.

503-238-0303
TomLeachRoofing@Comcast.net

C
C

B
# 

42
21

9
danbollard@yahoo.com

As At Your Service

ADVERTISE
HERE!

503.254.7550
examiner@seport land.news

Reach 16,000+
homes/businesses 
to let them know 

about your service!

Pruning & Shaping
Removal/Stump Grinding
Hedges & Storm Damage

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE!

503.771.4061
treemastersestimates@gmail.com

treemastertreeservice.com

Tom Burke, owner, has 40 years of fast,
 dependable and professional service.

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • CCB#159995
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Nn Neighborhood Notes

from page 13

The Sewallcrest Park Ice Cream Social was well attended by about 75 people. District 3 City Coun-
cilor Steve Novick was there, as well as a staff person from the office of Councilor Tiffany Koyama Lane.   
No official business occurred. Board members introduced themselves, Chair Debby Hochhalter read the 
RNA’s Mission and people socialized while enjoying various flavors of ice cream. Hawthorne Fred Meyer 
and US Chef Store provided donations for the event.

We are always in need of people to help deliver the quarterly Richmond News. If you are not receiving 
it, it’s because there is no delivery person for the route where you live. Contact rnanewsletter@gmail.com 
if you want to help distribute the newsletter.

The next meeting is September 14, which will be devoted to discussing the RNA Committees and 
volunteer positions and appointing people to those positions. Come and check out an RNA meeting.

South Tabor Neighborhood Association
By Cathy Kudlick

This summer, STNA has focused on attracting new members by spreading the word about who we are 
and what we do.

Building on the success of last year’s free yard tree giveaway, we’re reaching out to neighbors once 
again. With hotter summers, it’s imperative that we fill in and grow South Tabor’s spotty tree canopy. This 
is why the City of Portland and Urban Forestry have given our neighborhood priority tree selection. Learn 
more about the program and sign up at portland.gov/treepartners.

We’ll also be tabling at events. Sunday, September 13 come say hello 12–4 pm at Tabor Day hosted 
by Friends of Mt. Tabor Park. Pick up some STNA postcards to share with neighbors, order a South Tabor 
t-shirt and grab a copy of the latest South Tabor Crow newsletter.

Speaking of the Crow, we just published our 10th quarterly edition online! And for the first time in 
many years, we’re printing and distributing some as well. Look for them in our neighborhood kiosks, and 
sign up for the low-traffic South Tabor mailing list to receive future issues by email. All past issues can be 
found at southtabor.org. We’re always on the lookout for contributors, ideas and questions you hope to have 
answered. Email communications@southtabor.org

Join us in person at our next meeting September 17, 7 pm—as usual, the third Thursday of the month. 
For location details and all the info visit southtabor.org.

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association
By Chris Waldmann

The SNA is excited to announce our first neighborhood Sunnyside-wide yard sale Saturday, September 
26, 9 am-3 pm. De-clutter your home, make a bit of extra money and support your local neighborhood asso-
ciation. Find more information and register your sale at sunnysideportland.org/yardsale. $25 tax-deductible 
donation required. This donation will cover inclusion of your home on both the digital and printed maps.

Work Your Noggin’

Across
1. Kind of chair
4. Cigar leftover
7. “Tea for ____”
10. Fiddler’s place
12. Elder or alder
13. Unhappy
14. Shake
15. Listen
16. Holed up
17. Recipe direction
18. Squeal (on)
19. Grab a stool
20. Perspicacity
22. Put away
25. Journey part
27. Way in
29. Wins over
31. Played on a stage
34. Soda drink
35. Alerted
37. Lawn game
41. Summer month
42. Actor Lowe
44. ____in on
46. Wielded the baton
47. Not prerecorded
48. President’s office
49. Exist
50. Partner of “done with”
51. Military diner
52. Little League coach, often
53. Jack’s inferior
54. Pronoun

Down
1. Type of dealer
2. Underground network
3. “War of the Worlds” for 
example
4. Side by side?
5. Reservations
6. Lady’s
7. Weekend wear
8. One taking orders
9. Eccentric
11. Bracken
12. Triples
19. Princes, e.g.
21. Playground chute
23. Beat
24. Impart color
26. “The ____” (teen store)
28. Gossip
29. Just say no
30. Cat burglar
32. Candid ____
33. Made a baseball card 
transaction
36. Spin
38. Pronoun in a Hemingway title
39. Feels great affection for
40. Defeat utterly
43. Rachel Ray equipment
45. Further
46. Schoolboy
47. Parking ____

Answers found on page 12.

82nd Avenue Business Association
By Nancy Chapin

The Avenue is getting dressed up, cleaned up and, with luck and a lot of hard work, will be easier to 
shop on, eat at, buy groceries, cars, medical services, insurance and almost anything you need to have a 
good life. Adding the schools, a park or two (not enough young people activities though) and active Neigh-
borhood Associations, we who live nearby are the lucky ones!

Your Business Association is redesigning a Dining Guide that will lead visitors and newcomers to our 
doors from downtown, I-205 or the airport. We’re hoping for a mid-September printing to be available at 
the Visitor Centers at Travel Portland and the airport. 

Wishing you an excellent move into Fall. Contact us at 82ndaveba.com.

Central Eastside Industrial Council
By Andrea Blanco

CEIC and its enhanced service district are hosting the People’s Job Interview at Revolution Hall (1300 
SE Stark St.) Wednesday, September 23. This $10 ticketed event gives voters a fresh look at the candidates 
vying to represent District 3. The premise is simple: they want the job, and the audience is the hiring com-
mittee. Doors open at 6 pm, when candidates will make their pitch and field questions about the issues that 
matter most to our community, moving beyond the usual campaign sound bites. At 7:30 pm we shift into 
a post-show mingle with food, drinks and one-on-one conversation with the candidates. Special thanks to 
Happylucky and Revolution Hall for helping bring this event to life! Learn more and reserve your ticket at 
centraleastside.biz.

Hawthorne Boulevard Business Association
By Jocelyn Jester

The Hawthorne Boulevard Business Association hosts a Business Mixer on last Thursdays. Check our 
website (HawthorneBlvd.com) or IG @hawthorneblvd_pdx to see where we will meet this month!

Plus - interested in getting involved? Consider joining our next Board meeting, the second Thursday 
of the month at 9 am. 

Contact Jocelyn at administrator@hawthorneblvd.com for information.

Kernside Business Association
By Elizabeth Armstrong

The Kernside Business Association has a full roster of free events for everyone to enjoy in September! 
Saturday, September 12 we are hosting our second annual Goodbye Summer Party at the Ankeny Rainbow 
Road Plaza, 3-8 pm. Monday, September 14, noon, our monthly community meeting is at Rose City Guitar 
Company, 2724 E Burnside St. Rounding out the month on Sunday, September 20 on Rainbow Road, we 
have the Kernside Serenade concert series, as well as PDXwoofmeow’s Stupid Pet Tricks Contest. The 
music runs 1-4 pm, the contest starts at 1:45 pm.

Business Association NotesBA

Spend Less, Get More on 
Camping and Hiking Gear

from page 4

demo equipment, especially for 
backpacking, camping, climb-
ing and paddleboarding. Moun-
tain Shop (NE 33rd Ave.) offers 
rentals for camping/backpacking 
gear, paddleboards, snowshoes, 
climbing/avalanche gear and 
more. PSU Campus Rec Rental 
Center (ASRC, 505 SW Harrison 
St.) rents gear to anyone (not just 
PSU students), including tents, 
packs, sleeping bags, trekking 
poles, crampons, avalanche tools, 
kayaks and SUPs. GearGarage is 
a peer-to-peer rental service offer-
ing camping, paddleboarding and 
climbing gear.

As with secondhand gear 
that may need minor repairs, fix-
ing a small tear or hole in a jacket 
or sleeping bag can be done much 

cheaper than buying a replace-
ment. There are easy-to-use peel-
and-stick-on patches made specif-
ically for technical, synthetic fab-
rics to provide instant, waterproof 
repairs that can be purchased on-
line or at a local outdoor store. If 
you need help, visit a Repair Cafe 
where volunteers can help fix zip-
pers and revive snagged gear for 
free. Quick wash technical-fabric 
cleaner and spray-on or wash-
on waterproofing treatment can 
make a tired rain jacket shed rain 
like new again. 

For the full list of resources 
and links to places mentioned, 
visit bit.ly/4guWZnP. And if you 
have gear that you no longer need, 
there’s also a list of places to sell, 
consign or donate your gear to.
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PORTLAND REAL ESTATE 
Southeast & Northeast Specialists

(503) 232-4763   thecaplenergroup.com

Caplener Group Homes For Sale

at Windermere Realty Trust

Want to earn the most value for your home? We’re your 
neighborhood listing experts. Call or email us today for a confidential 
market analysis. 503.232.4763 | thecaplenergroup@windermere.com

13162 NW McNamee Rd.
1986 Equestrian 
Property w/10 acres
2,646 Total Sq. Ft.

$1,395,000
3 BD, 2.1 BA

20920 S Ridge Rd.
1990 Traditional
1,965 Total Sq. Ft.

$749,900 
3 BD, 2.1 BA 

905 SE 71st Ave.
1929 Bungalow
1,584 Total Sq. Ft.

$789,900 
3 BD, 2 BA

1212 SE 50th Ave.
1909 Craftsman 
3,046 Total Sq. Ft.

Last offered at $975,000
4 BD, 2 BA

707 N Hayden Island Dr.
2006 Condo
2,032 Total Sq. Ft.

$619,900 
2 BD, 2 BA 

6939 SE Yamhill St. 
1957 Mid-Century
2,859 Total Sq. Ft.

Last offered at $900,000 
3 BD, 3 BA
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5015 SE Hawthorne Blvd., Portland, Oregon  
Gold Level Sustainable Office

To schedule an appointment, 
call us at (503) 232-4763

at Windermere Realty Trust

HOW’S THE PORTLAND MARKET DOING?

Median Sales Price

+/-$4,000

Inventory 

3.3 Months
Ave Sales Price

$613,900

Change in the  
Past 12 Months

-0.7%
Ave Days on  
Market (YTD)

54 Days

View our latest listings today.
thecaplenergroup.com

WE at Windermere Realty Trust

Data is courtesy of the RMLS.

Neighborhood Happenings:  

Montavilla Jazz Festival
September 4-6
montavillajazz.org/festival

Experience and celebrate the Portland jazz 
community! Returning artists, rising voices
and Headliner Lo Steele are all part of 
the lineup. Set in walkable neighborhood 
venues, this festival is one you won’t want 
to miss!

Oaks Park Oktoberfest
September 25-27
oakspark.com/oktoberfest

Come celebrate the fall season at Oaks 
Park! It’s family fun with cooking
demonstrations, craft vendors, children’s 
activities, bands and traditional German
dancers, and authentic German food and 
drink. Plus all the attractions that Oaks 
Park has to offer. Visit the website for ticket 
information.
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